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Society: The Florida Historical Society

THE FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
All of the officers elected at the last annual meeting have served ere now as officers or directors and
are well known to our members, but the four directors elected then have not served heretofore. These
are Karl Augustus Bickel of Sarasota, director-atlarge; Charles Tinsley Thrift, jr. of Southern College, director-at-large ; Richard Potts Daniel of
Jacksonville, director from the 2nd Congressional
district; and Wiley R. Reynolds of Palm Beach,
director from the 4th Congressional district.
Mr. Bickel, who is an editor, was born in Illinois
in 1882, and was educated at Stanford University.
He was president of United Press, 1923-1935; and
is now a member of the Council for National Defense, and a member of the Committee on Communications, Office of Coordination (South American
relations). He has written New Empires and The
Newspaper and Radio.
Dr. Thrift is Professor of Religion in Florida
Southern College. He is a native of North Carolina and received his degrees from Duke University
and the University of Chicago. Before coming to
Florida he held a professorship in Southwestern
University. His chief field of interest is the history
of American Christianity, on which subject he has
published numerous articles.
Mr. Daniel is a lawyer. He was born in Jacksonville in 1880, the son of Jacquelin J. Daniel. He was
educated at the University of the South and at
Washington and Lee University. He was a captain
in the United States Army in the First World War;
has been a member of the Jacksonville City Council, and president of Jacksonville Associated Charities; is chairman of Duval County Welfare Board,
and trustee of the Jacksonville Public Library.
51

Published by STARS, 1943

1

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 22 [1943], No. 1, Art. 8

52

FLORIDA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY

Mr. Reynolds is a native of Michigan, where he
was born in 1879; and is a graduate of Eastman
Business College. He is president of the First
National Bank of Palm Beach, and is a director
or officer of numerous Florida and other financial
corporations.
THE LIBRARY
Our library continues to grow, though of course
at a slower rate than before the war. Noteworthy
accessions are :
From Mrs. Myrtle H. Crow, one of our Kissimmee members,
the Kissimmee Gazette of March 26, 1943, marking the 60th
anniversary of the incorporation of the town, with a history
of the place by Mrs. Crow.
History of Pasco County, by J. A. Hendley. Presented by
Colonel Hendiey.
The Shield, a semi-monthly of the United States Coast Guard
Training Station at St. Augustine.
Maxims of Washington, published by the Mount Vernon
Ladies’ Association, and presented by Mrs. Thomas P. Denham.
Florida Magazine of Verse, Winter Park.
Political and Legal History of Florida by James B. Whitfield, former Justice of the Supreme Court of Florida.
Biennial Report of the Attorney General of Florida, 1941-1942.
Color reproductions from Montanus, Amsterdam, 1671: St.
Augustine, and Virginia.
Manuscript notes on possible discovery of Florida by the
Cabots. From David O. True.
Loan of a file of The Auburn [N.Y.] Banner, 1837-1839,
from Mr. and Mrs. W. L. Sutton of Jacksonville; through Mr.
Herbert Lamson.
Our acting librarian, Mrs. Alberta Johnson, has placed in
the library as a loan twenty-two views of old St. Augustine
(before 1890) ; and photostats of each block of Clements' Survey of St. Augustine 1834.

C AROLINE L EE H ENTZ

Copies of eleven of the novels and volumes of
short stories of Caroline Lee Hentz-two of them
first editions-have been added to the library. During the 1850’s Mrs. Hentz was one of the most popular writers of fiction in the United States. We look
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upon her as a Florida author; for, though she lived
in the state but four years, it was her most prolific
period of literary work, and more than half of her
books were written in Marianna and on the nearby
Gulf coast.
The library now has: Marcus Warland, the scene
of which is in and around Marianna, The Banished
Son, Courtship and Marriage, Robert Graham, Eoline, The Planter’s Northern Bride, Rena, The Lost
Daughter, Linda, Helen and Arthur, and Love and
Marriage.
Caroline Mays Brevard has written of Mrs.
Hentz’s life and work in The Library of Southern
Literature, (Atlanta, 1909) vol. VI, 2375-79. She
writes :
Her books . . . represent the tastes and standards of the society she knew, and picture conditions long since passed away.
They are characterized by definite moral and religious teaching,
and are marked by purity and refinement . . . . Her last book
and her best . . . Ernest Lynwood, was issued on the day of her
death [in 1856], and the editor of the Boston Transcript wrote
of it as “a lingering hand-grasp from one we love.”

The Society hopes, in time, to have on cur shelves,
copies of the others of Mrs. Hentz’s books. It might
seem to some that such fiction-stories of everyday
life, have no place in a historical library; but most
of us think otherwise, and we plan to make this section of our library include the writings of all Florida
authors.
It is here that some of our members have the opportunity of helping to build up the library. Perhaps not many will ever come upon historical material which might be secured ; but the writings of
Florida authors are plentiful in the State, and the
Society would be grateful to any member who sends
the library copies of these. Before he went into the
Army, Mr. Marchman had made good progress in
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building up this as well as other sections of the library, and Mrs. Johnson is continuing this work.
Through the interest of Dr. Carita Doggett Corse,
one of our most active members, and supervisor of
the WPA Federal Writers’ Project of Florida
throughout its existence, the files of that organization, now discontinued, have been placed in the custody of The Florida Historical Society and are now
available in our library. These files contain much
valuable historical material relating to Florida,
some of which can be found nowhere else. They will
be described in an early number of the Quarterly.
Our newest and, it is thought, our youngest member is but fifteen years of age. He is Joe Floyd of
Jacksonville, who says he has been interested in
history for five years already.

CONTRIBUTORS

TO

THIS NUMBER

Dr. Charles L. Mowat of the history department
of the University of California, Los Angeles, has
contributed several papers on British East Florida
to our Quarterly. His monograph on that colony will
soon be published.
Dr. Dorothy Dodd, Florida state archivist, and
for a number of years treasurer of the Florida Historical Society, received her master’s degree in history from Florida State College for Women, and
her doctor’s degree from the University of Chicago.
She is well-known to our readers through her contributions to the Quarterly, including “The Secession Movement in Florida” and numerous others.
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